
Purple Progression within Music/Expressive Arts and Design (Being Imaginative and Expressive) 

 

Content 
Knowledge Nursery  Reception  Year 1  Year 2  Year 3 

Styles 

A range of familiar songs, 
nursery rhymes, counting songs.  

A range of familiar songs, nursery 
rhymes, counting songs. A variety of 
musical styles as an introduction 
including funk, classical.  

Old School Hip-Hop, Reggae, Blues, 
Baroque, Latin, Bhangra, Folk, Funk, 
Bossa Nova, Pop Classical.  

Afropop, South African, a song with rapping 
and improvising for Christmas, Rock, Reggae, 
Pop, Classical.  
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 To listen carefully to rhymes and 

songs, paying attention to how 
they sound.  

To know twenty nursery rhymes off 
by heart.  
To know the stories of some of the 
nursery rhymes.  

To know 5 songs off by heart.   
To know what the songs are about.   
To know and recognise the sound and 
names of some of the instruments 
they use.  

To know five more songs off by heart.   
To know that some songs have a chorus or a 
response/answer part.  
To know that songs have a musical style.  

Children will be taught to sing 
and play musically with 
increasing confidence and 
control.  
 
They should develop an 
understanding of musical 
composition, organising and 
manipulating ideas within 
musical structures and 
reproducing sounds from aural 
memory 
 
They will appreciate and 
understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded 
music drawn from different 
traditions and from great 
composers and musicians. 
 
Children will develop an 
understanding of the history of 
music 
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To sing a large repertoire of 
songs and rhymes.  

To sing or rap nursery rhymes and 
simple songs from memory.  To 
understand that songs have sections.  

To confidently sing or rap five songs 
from memory and sing them in 
unison.  

To confidently know and sing five more songs 
from memory.   
To know that unison is everyone singing at 
the same time.  To understand that songs 
include other ways of using the voice e.g., 
rapping (spoken word).  
To know why we need to warm up our voices.  
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To use vocabulary listed below 
to describe sounds.  
To move to music.  

To know that we can move with the 
pulse of the music.  To know that the 
words of songs can tell stories and 
paint pictures.  

To know that music has a steady 
pulse, like a heartbeat.   
To know that we can create rhythms 
from words, our names, favourite 
food, colours and animals.  
To understand the interrelated 
dimensions of music: pulse, pitch, 
rhythm and associated terms (listed 
below).  

To know that music has a steady pulse, 
like a heartbeat.  To know that we can 
create rhythms from words, our names, 
favourite food, colours and animals.   
To know that rhythms are different from 
the steady pulse.  To know that we add 
high and low sounds, pitch, when we sing 
and play our instruments.  
To understand the interrelated dimensions of 
music: pulse, pitch, rhythm, tempo and 
dynamics and associated terms (listed 
below).  
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To know that instruments can 
be used to make sounds. To 
name simple percussion 
instruments.  
To know that instruments can 
be played in different ways to 
create different effects e.g., 
tapping, scraping and shaking.  

To know that instruments can be 
played to make music. To name 
the instruments they are playing 
(listed below).  

To learn the names of the notes in 
their instrumental part from memory 
or when written down.   
To learn the names of the 
instruments they are playing (listed 
below).  

To learn the names of a wider range of 
notes in their instrumental part from 
memory or when written down.  To 
know the names of untuned and tuned 
percussion instruments played in 
lessons (listed below).  
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To know that we can make 
different sounds on the spot 
using body percussion and 
simple percussion instruments.  

To know that we can make music on 
the spot using body percussion and 
simple percussion instruments to 
create different effects or to tell a 
story.  

To know that improvisation is about 
making up your own tunes on the 
spot.  
To know that when someone 
improvises, they make up their own 
tune that has never been heard 
before and that It is not written down 
and belongs to them.   
To know that everyone can improvise.  

To further develop knowledge that 
improvisation is making up your own tunes on 
the spot.   
To further develop knowledge that when 
someone improvises, they make up their own 
tune that has never been heard before.  
It is not written down and belongs to them.   
To know that everyone can improvise, and 
you can use one or two notes.  
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To know that we can add sound 
effects to stories and pictures.  

To know that we can make music to 
retell a story or express our thoughts 
and feelings.  

To know that composing is like 
writing a story with music.  
To know that everyone can compose.  

To further develop knowledge that 
composing is like writing a story with music.  
To further develop understanding that 
everyone can compose.  
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To know that a performance is 
sharing music.  

To know that a performance is 
sharing music with one or more 
people.  

To know that a performance is 
sharing music with other people, 
called an audience.  

To know that a performance is sharing music 
with an audience. To know that a 
performance can be a special occasion and 
involve a class, a year group or a whole 
school.   
To know that an audience can include your 
parents/carers and friends and other people.  

Sk
ill

s Li
st

en
 a

n
d

 A
p

p
ra

is
e
 

Listen with increased attention 
to sounds.  
Respond to what they have 
heard, expressing their 
thoughts and feelings.  

Listen attentively, move to and talk 
about music, expressing their feelings 
and responses. Listen carefully to 
rhymes and songs, paying attention 
to how they sound.  
Explain how music can touch your 
feelings.  
Enjoy moving to music by dancing, 
marching, being animals or pop stars.   
Say what they like about a piece of 
music that they have listened to, 
watched or taken part in.  

Listen to a range of high quality live 
and recorded music, and talk about 
likes, dislikes and which types of 
sounds they can hear. Name some of 
the instruments they can hear. Enjoy 
moving to music by dancing, 
marching, being animals or pop stars.   
Answer questions about what they 
can hear.  

Listen with concentration and understanding 
to a range of high quality live and recorded 
music and make evaluations based on their 
opinions and interrelated dimensions of 
music.   
Compare music of different types and from 
different cultures and express preferences.  
Enjoy moving to music by dancing, marching, 
being animals or pop stars.   
Explain how songs can tell a story or describe 
an idea.  

They will listen with attention 
to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 
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Sing the pitch of a tone sung by 
another person (‘pitch match’). 
Sing the melodic shape (moving 
melody, such as up and down, 
down and up) of familiar songs.  

Sing along with a pre-recorded song 
and add actions.  Sing along with 
the backing track.  
Sing in a group or on their own, 
increasingly matching the pitch and 
following the melody. ELG: Sing a 
range of well-known nursery rhymes 
and songs.  

Learn about voices, singing notes of 
different pitches (high and low).  
Make different types of sounds with 
their voice, for example rapping or 
saying words in rhythm.  
To start and stop singing when 
following a leader.  

Learn about voices, singing notes of different 
pitches (high and low).  
Make different types of sounds with their 
voice, for example rapping or saying words in 
rhythm Learn how to find a comfortable 
singing position.   
Learn to start and stop singing when 
following a leader.  
Understand the importance of warming up.  
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Respond to what they have 
heard, expressing their 
thoughts and feelings.  
Describe sounds in the 
environment.  
Describe sounds made using 
body percussion and 
instruments.  
Begin to find the pulse.  

Find the pulse by copying a character 
in a nursery rhyme, imagining a 
similar character or object and finding 
different ways to keep the pulse.   
Copy basic rhythm patterns of single 
words, building to short phrases from 
the song/s.  Explore high and low 
using voices and sounds of characters 
in the songs.   
Listen to high-pitched and low-
pitched sounds on a glockenspiel.   

Find the pulse in different ways.  
Listen to the rhythm and clap back.   
Copy back short rhythmic phrases 
based on words, with one and two 
syllables whilst marching to the 
steady beat.   
Listen and sing back by using voices to 
copy back using ‘la’, whist marching 
to the steady beat.   
Describe music using terms related to 
the interrelated dimensions of music.  

Create own ways to find the pulse.  
Listen more complex rhythms and clap back.   
Copy back rhythmic phrases based on words, 
with one, two and three syllables whilst 
marching to the steady beat.   
Listen and sing back by using voices to copy 
back using ‘la’, whist marching to the steady 
beat.  
Create own rhythms for others to copy.  
Use the interrelated dimensions of music: 
pitch, tempo, dynamics, pulse and rhythm to 
describe music.  

They will use and understand 
staff and other musical 
notations 
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Play instruments with increasing 
control to express their feelings 
and ideas.  
Explore ways to make sounds 
with body percussion.  
Explore how to make sounds 
with percussion instruments.  

Play a range of untuned instruments 
with increasing control, responding to 
start and stop signals.  
Make sounds in different ways. 
Change the sounds made by altering 
the way the instrument is played.  

Treat instruments carefully and with 
respect.  Play a tuned instrumental 
part with the song they perform.   
Learn to play a one-note or simple 
instrumental part.  
Listen to and follow musical 
instructions from a leader.  

Treat instruments carefully and with respect.   
Learn to play a tuned one not, simple or 
medium instrumental part in time with the 
steady pulse.  
Listen to and follow musical instructions from 
a leader.  

 

Im
p

ro
vi

si
n

g 

Create their own songs or 
improvise a song around one 
they know.  
  

Create their own rhythms using body 
percussion or untuned percussion 
instruments.  

Listen and clap your own answer 
(rhythms of words).  
Use voices and instruments, listen and 
sing back, then listen and play your 
own answer using one or two notes.  
Improvise using one or two notes.   
Create short rhythms for others to 
copy.  

Listen and clap your own answer (rhythms of 
words).   
Use voices and instruments, listen and sing 
back, then listen and play your own answer 
using one, two or three notes.   
Improvise using one, two or three notes.  
Create rhythms for others to copy.  
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Create sound effects for 
pictures or stories or to 
represent feelings.  
Link sounds together to create a 
simple sequence.  

Invent a pattern using one pitched 
note, keep the pulse throughout with 
a single note and begin to create 
simple 2note patterns to accompany a 
song.  

Create a simple melody using one, two 
or three notes.   
Learn how the notes of the 
composition can be written down and 
changed if necessary.  

Create three simple melodies using one, three 
or five different notes.   
Learn how the notes of the composition can 
be written down and changed if necessary.  

They will improvise and 
compose music for a range of 
purposes using the inter-related 
dimensions of music 
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Explore and engage in music 
making and dance performing 
solo.  
Join in singing activities with the 
class.  

Perform nursery rhymes or songs by 
singing and adding actions or dance.   
Perform any nursery rhymes or 
songs adding a simple instrumental 
part.   Talk about a recorded 

performance.  
Explore and engage in music making 
and dance, performing solo or in 
groups.  
ELG: Perform songs, rhymes, poems 
and stories with others, and (when 
appropriate) try to move in time with 
music.  

Choose a song they have learnt and 
perform it.  
Add own ideas to the 
performance.  Say how they 
feel about a recorded 
performance.  

Choose a song they have learnt and perform it 
with increased confidence.   
Add their ideas to the performance.   
Say how they feel about a recorded 
performance.  

They will play and perform in 
solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing 
musical instruments with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 

Vocabulary 

tap, scrape, shake, happy, sad, 
loud, quiet, fast, slow, speak, 
voice, sing, shout, listen, copy, 
sound, play, stop, start, bang, 
crash, noise, music.  

In addition to Nursery: bells, 
triangle, claves, maracas, drums, 
tambourine, beater, glockenspiel, 
piano, castanets, tambour, Indian 
bells, percussion, tuned, untuned, 
faster, slower, performance, 
perform, high, low, pulse, louder, 
quieter, rap, chant, classical, high, 
low, long, short, loud, soft, speed, 
chorus.  

In addition to Reception: improvise, 
compose, guitar, keyboard, trumpets, 
saxophones, audience, rock, reggae, 
pop, composer, musician, pitch, 
rhythm, tuned, untuned, dynamics, 
steady beat, tempo, graphic score, 
sections, timbre.  

In addition to Year 1:  
phrase, melody, repeat, rock, tempo, 
dynamics, unison, orchestra, choir, duration, 
chorus, verse, notation.  

 

  


