
Purple Progression within History/Understanding the World (Past and Present)  
 

Content 
Knowledge Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 
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Changes within 
living memory of 
themselves and 
their family.  
Begin to make 
sense of their own 
life-story and 
family’s history.  
Show interest in 
different 
occupations.  

Talk about the lives of the people around 
them and their roles in society.  
Know some similarities and differences 
between things in the past and now, 
drawing on their experiences and what 
has been read in class.  
Understand the past through settings, 
characters and events encountered in 
books read in class and storytelling.  

Changes within living memory:   
Events  
Events beyond living memory.  
Significant historical events, people and 
places in own locality.  
 
 
 
  

Events beyond living memory that 
are significant nationally.  
The lives of significant individuals in 
the past who have contributed to 
achievements.  
Compare and contrast the 
achievements/impact of individuals 
or events. 
     
 
 
 
 

Children will continue to develop a 
chronologically secure knowledge and 
understanding of British, local and 
world history, establishing clear 
narratives within and across the 
periods they study. 
 
 They should note connections, 
contrasts and trends over time and 
develop the appropriate use of 
historical terms. They should regularly 
address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about 
change, cause, similarity and 
difference, and significance.  
 
They should construct informed 
responses that involve thoughtful 
selection and organisation of relevant 
historical information.  
 
They should understand how our 
knowledge of the past is constructed 
from a range of sources. In planning, to 
ensure the progression described 
above through teaching the British, 
local and world history outlined below, 
teachers should combine overview and 
depth studies to help pupils 
understand both the long arc of 
development and the complexity of 
specific aspects of the content. 
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Retell a simple 
past event in 
correct order, 
e.g., went down 
slide, hurt finger.  

Begin to develop chronological 
understanding. Know the difference 
between long ago and now.  
Compare modern and old objects or 
events in order.  
Know ‘my life’ is different from the lives 
of people in the past.  
Begin to show understanding of time.  
Talk about past and present events in 
own life and lives of family members.  
Start to use a simple timeline to visualise 
changes over time (e.g. growing up) 

Sequence events and photographs from 
own life.  
Talk about memories of key events in their 
life. Sequence artefacts from very different 
time periods.  
Know some objects belong in the past. 
  
Use and create timelines to illustrate the 
above.  

Sequence artefacts from similar 
time periods. Match objects to 
people of different ages.  
 
Sequence a set of events in 
chronological order and give 
reasons for the order.  
 
Use and create timelines to 
illustrate and support this. Begin to 
think about the distance between 
events on a timeline to represent 
different amounts of time. 

Pupils should be taught about: 
*changes in Britain from the Stone Age 
to the Iron Age 
*the Roman Empire and its impact on 
Britain 
*Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons 
and Scots 
*the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle 
for the Kingdom of England to the time 
of Edward the Confessor 
*a local history study 
*a study of an aspect or theme in 
British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066 
*the achievements of the earliest 
civilizations – an overview of where 
and when the first civilizations 
appeared and a depth study of one of 
the following: Ancient Sumer; The 
Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang 
Dynasty of Ancient China  
*Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life 
and achievements and their influence 
on the western world 
*a non-European society that provides 
contrasts with British history – one 
study chosen from: early Islamic 
civilization, including a study of 
Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization 
c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 
900-1300. 
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Develop an 
understanding of 
growth, decay and 
change over time.  

Comment on images of familiar situations 
in the past.  
Compare and contrast characters from 
stories, including figures from the past.  
Introduce substantive concepts, such as 
queen, king, castle, prince.  
  

Know the difference between past and 
present.  
Explain how local area was different in the 
past. 
Spot old and new things in a picture.  
Identify similarities and differences 
between different times e.g., Victorian 
Times and the Modern Day such as 
transport/buildings/childhood/ toys 
Understand that we have a monarch who 
rules the UK and Britain has had a king or 
queen for many years.  

Identify differences between ways 
of life at different times.  
Compare the impact of significant 
individuals from a similar era (e.g., 
Mary Seacole and Florence 
Nightingale/ Matthew Henson and 
Ernest Shackleton) 
 
Tell a few similarities and 
differences between Victorian Era 
and present ways of life, such as 
medical care or school. 
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  Give one cause of an event.  
Look at or touch objects from the past 
and comment on their appearance.  

Appreciate that some famous people have 
helped our lives be better today.  
Recognise celebrations of certain events 
such as Bonfire Night / Remembrance Day, 
because of what happened many years ago.  

Explain why people did things and 
what happened as a result, giving 
reasons.  
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  Give own view on why something 
happened in the past or how they know.  

Give basic opinion about past event.  
Give a plausible explanation about what an 
object was used for.  

Give basic interpretation of a past 
event, justified by talking about 
simple sources such as pictures, 
photos or what they have 
read/seen in lessons. Explain why 
Britain has a special history by 
naming some famous events and 
people.  

Commented [TH1]: Timelines 



Enquiry 

Comment and ask 
questions about 
aspects of my 
familiar world, 
such as the place 
where they live or 
the natural world.  

Show an interest in the past.  
Begin to ask questions about artefacts, 
suggesting what they might be used 
for. Begin to make some accurate 
comparisons between modern and old 
objects.  
Find answers to simple questions from 
writing or a picture.  
Make observations of animals and plants 
and explain why some things occur and 
discuss changes.  

Answer simple questions about the past.  
Answer questions using an artefact or 
photograph.  
Research a famous person from the local 
area, such as Roald Dahl 
 

Answer questions about the past by 
handling a source and using simple 
observations.  
Research significant events that 
happened in Britain.  
Research significant individuals from 
the past using a range of resources. 

Vocabulary 

EYFS - Understanding the World - Past and Present   
Birth to three: big, little, baby, birthday, party, mummy, daddy, 
brother, sister, names of siblings,  
Three- and four-year-olds: before, after, next, now, day, night, 
today, grow, change, old, young, new, same, different, family, 
photograph,  
Reception: history, past, present, future, long ago, morning, 
afternoon, yesterday, tomorrow, week, month, remember, 
year, parent, extended family members, e.g., cousin, auntie, 
uncle, grandparent, toddler, adult, time, later, compare, 
similarities, differences, younger, older.  
King, queen, prince, castle.  

General (Plus all vocabulary from EYFS)  
time, time adverbial, earlier, newest, famous people, significant,   
artefact, timeline, memory, sequence, date, artefact, event, youngest, oldest, 
chronological, past, present 
 
Year 1: Remembrance Day, World War, Gunpowder Plot, Guy Fawkes, Victorian, 
Roald Dahl, 
 
Year 2: Victorian era, Nightingale & Seacole, Matthew Henson & Shackleton, Amy 
Johnson, David Attenborough,  
 
 

 

  


